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14 December 2010 – Rotary Family Month
www.rotarygleneira.com.au
Meets at: London Tavern, 414 Hawthorn Road, Caulfield
We Meet at 6.30pm for 6.45pm each Tuesday evening
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Rotary a Refresher before Christmas
Rotary International is an organization of service clubs known as Rotary Clubs
located all over the world. The stated purpose of the organization is to bring together
business and professional leaders to provide humanitarian service, encourage high
ethical standards in all vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world. It
is a secular organization open to all persons regardless of race, color, creed, gender,
or political preference. There are 33,976 clubs and over 1.22 million members
worldwide. The members of Rotary Clubs are known as Rotarians. Members
usually meet weekly for breakfast, lunch or dinner, which is a social event as well as
an opportunity to organize work on their service goals.
Rotary's best-known motto is "Service above Self", and its secondary motto is
"They profit most who serve best".
Philosophy
The objects of Rotary are to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of
worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:
1. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;
2. High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the
worthiness of all useful occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian's
occupation as an opportunity to serve society;
3. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's personal, business,
and community life;
4.
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace
through a world fellowship of business and professional persons united in
the ideal of service.
These objectives are set against the "Rotary 4-way Test", used to see if a planned
action is compatible with the Rotarian spirit. The test was developed by Rotarian and
entrepreneur Herbert J. Taylor during the Great Depression as a set of guidelines for
restoring faltering businesses and was adopted as the standard of ethics by Rotary in
1942. It is still seen as a standard for ethics in business management:
· Is it the truth?
· Is it fair to all concerned?
· Will it build good will and better friendships?
· Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

Rotarians are encouraged to use THE GEN as a means of sharing information
about Rotary coming events and news. Your item can be emailed to
heubergd@anz.com Preferred deadline Friday 5pm..

History
The first Rotary Club was formed when attorney Paul Harris called together a meeting of three business acquaintances
in downtown Chicago, at Harris' friend Sylvester Schiele's office in the Unity Building on Dearborn Street on February
23, 1905. In addition to Harris and Schiele (a coal merchant), Gustave E. Loehr (mines engineer), and Hiram E. Shorey
(tailor) were the other two who attended this first meeting. The members chose the name Rotary because initially they
rotated subsequent weekly club meetings to each other's offices, although within a year, the Chicago club became so
large it became necessary to adopt the now-common practice of a regular meeting place. The next four Rotary Clubs
were organized in cities in the western USA, beginning with San Francisco, then Oakland, LA, and Seattle. The
National Association of Rotary Clubs in America was formed in 1910. In April 1912, Rotary chartered a club in
Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada, marking the first establishment of an American-style service club outside the United
States. To reflect the addition of a club outside of the United States, the name was changed to the International
Association of Rotary Clubs in 1912. In August 1912, the Rotary Club of London received its charter from the
Association, marking the first acknowledged Rotary club outside North America. It later became known that the
Dublin club in Ireland was organized before the London club, but the Dublin club did not receive its charter until after
the London club was chartered. During World War I, Rotary in Britain increased from 9 to 22 clubs, and other early
clubs in other nations included those in Cuba in 1916 and India in 1920. In 1922, the name was changed to Rotary
International. By 1925, Rotary had grown to 200 clubs with more than 20,000 members.
War Time:
In Germany, no club had been formed before 1927, because of "opposition from the continental clubs.” For a while
after 1933, Rotary Clubs 'met with approval' of the Nazi authorities and were considered to offer 'opportunity for party
comrades ... to provide enlightenment regarding the nature and policy of The Nazis, although they saw international
organizations as suspect, had authorised NSDAP members to be members of the Rotary through the Nazi Party’s court
rulings issued in 1933, 1934 and 1936. In 1937, more than half the Rotarians were Nazi Party members. Six German
Clubs were formed after Hitler came to power. They came under pressure almost immediately to expel their Jewish
members.
Rotary clubs do not appear to have had a unified policy towards the Nazi regime: while several German Rotary Clubs
decided to disband their organizations in 1933, others practiced a policy of appeasement or collaborated. In Munich the
club removed from its members' list a number of Rotarians, Jewish and non-Jewish, who were politically unacceptable
for the regime, including Thomas Mann (already in exile in Switzerland). Twelve members resigned in "sympathy with
the expelled members."
Beginning 1937 however, hostile articles were published in the Nazi press about Rotary, comparing Rotary with
Freemasonry. Soon after that, the incompatibility between Nazism and the international humanitarian organization
resulted in two decisions which would jeopardize the existence of Rotary in Germany: in June 1937, the ministry of the
interior forbade civil servants to be members of the Rotary; in July, the NSDAP’s'party court reversed its previous
rulings and declared Party and Rotarian membership incompatible as from January 1938. Rotary's cause was advocated
before the NSDAP party court by Dr. Grill, Governor for the Rotary 73d district, arguing that the German. Other
attempts were made, also by foreign Rotarians, but appeasement failed this time, and, in September 1937, the 73rd
district dissolved itself. Subsequently the charter of German clubs was withdrawn by Rotary International, although
some clubs continued to meet 'privately.'
Rotary Clubs in Spain ceased to operate shortly after the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War.
Clubs were disbanded across Europe as follows: Austria (1938) Italy (1939) Czechoslovakia (1940) Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, and Luxembourg (1941) Hungary (1941/2).
Rotary clubs in Eastern Europe and other communist-regime nations were disbanded by 1945-46, but new Rotary clubs
were organized in many other countries, and by the time of the national independence movements in Africa and Asia,
the new nations already had Rotary clubs. After the relaxation of government control of community groups in Russia
and former Soviet satellite nations, Rotarians were welcomed as club organizers, and clubs were formed in those
countries, beginning with the Moscow club in 1990. In 1985, Rotary launched its PolioPlus program to immunize all of
the world's children against polio. In 2005 Rotary claimed to have contributed half a billion dollars to the cause,
resulting in the immunization of nearly two billion children worldwide. As of 2006, Rotary has more than 1.2 million
members in over 32,000 clubs among 200 countries and geographical areas, making it the most widespread by
branches and second largest service club by membership, behind Lions. The number of Rotarians has slightly declined
in recent years: Between 2002 and 2006, they went from 1,245,000 to 1,223,000 members. North America accounts for
450,000 members, Asia for 300,000, Europe for 250,000, Latin America for 100,000, Oceania for 100,000 and Africa
for 30,000.
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